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THE LANGUAGE TRAINING & TESTING CENTER
Interpretation of Language Proficiency Test Scores

In deciding whether the examinee is ready for training in a country or best qualified for a job where the language is used, the following must
be taken into consideration:

1. What field the examinee is in or going into
Different professions or different fields of study require different degrees of proficiency in different language skills.
Higher degrees of oral proficiency is required of business executives and law students than would be required of
technicians and artists; and for translators of documents, ability in reading and writing is more important than speaking.
Therefore, it is NOT ADVISABLE to just mathematically add up the test scores and get an average in order to decide the
language qualification of an examinee. More weight should be given to the specific language skill(s) required in a
specific field or job.

2. How good the examinee’s listening, usage, and reading skills are
If the reading and grammatical usage test results indicate that the candidate is ready for training, probably his/her oral
ability can be improved rapidly once he/she is put into a situation where he/she is forced to speak. Whereas, if the written
test results show that the candidate needs to improve his/her skills in usage as well as in vocabulary and reading, it might
take a longer time to improve his/her oral ability because he/she will have to learn both the structure of the language and
more vocabulary, which usually take a long time.

3. How much oral proficiency is required in the examinee’s training or job
Some types of training require high oral proficiency so that the candidate can participate effectively in discussion and
debate; while others, such as observational training in a group, require low oral proficiency.

A. Interpretation of Scores for Listening, Usage, and Vocabulary & Reading Comprehension Tests:
This center’s Listening, Usage, and Vocabulary & Reading Test scores are “standard scores” adjusted on the basis of the past test papers, with
their mean adjusted to 60, and each standard deviation adjusted to 20; thus, in general, the standard score distribution will be as follows:

Standard Score 20 40 60 80 100

Score Distribution 2% 14% 34% 34% 14% 2%

Standard
Score Range Test Score Interpretation Remarks

80 and above

Listening Understands (almost) everything spoken at normal
speed.

Learners at this level may be considered for academic
or technical training in a country where the language is
used, and do not require additional language training.

Usage Understands grammatical structure of the language
very well.

Voc. & Read. Comprehends advanced-level materials such as
university texts.

70 – 79

Listening Understands well at normal speed, though
occasional repetition may be necessary.

Learners at this level may be considered for academic
or technical training in a country where the language is
used. However, it would be beneficial for them to have
some intensive language training before departure.Usage Understands grammatical structure of the language

well. May still have some grammatical mistakes.

Voc. & Read. Able to read non-graded reading materials such as
newspapers and some magazines.

60 – 69

Listening Understands fairly well at normal speed with some
repetition or rephrasing.

65-69 range: Learners at this level may be
considered for non-academic training in a country
where the language is used.
60-64 range: Pre-departure intensive language

training would certainly benefit those who pursue
non-academic training abroad. It is essential for those
who pursue academic training.

Usage Understands grammatical structure fairly well.
Can use basic sentence patterns correctly.

Voc. & Read. Able to read graded (3000-4000 words) reading
materials without much difficulty.

50 – 59

Listening Understands fairly well at slower-than-normal speed
with repetition.

Learners at this level definitely need intensive language
training before departure for academic or non-academic
training abroad.Usage Understands basic grammatical structures.

Voc. & Read. Understands basic and frequently used vocabulary.
Can get the gist of short reading materials.

49 and below

Listening Understands simple language at slow speed with
repetition.

Learners at this level are advised to receive basic
language training.

Usage Limited understanding of basic grammatical structures.

Voc. & Read. Understands simple sentences or very short texts related
to everyday life.

Mean

B. Interpretation of Ratings for the Oral Test
This Center’s Oral Test rating scale is divided into six bands, ranging from S-0 to S-5, with S- + showing the rating
between that of the same numerical value and the next higher numerical value. An S-0+ rating indicates that the person
can use approximately 30 basic vocabulary words in the language tested.

Band Interpretation

S – 5
Speaking proficiency equivalent to that of an educated native speaker

Has complete fluency in the language such that his/her speech on all levels is fully accepted by
educated native speakers in all of its features, including breadth of vocabulary and idioms,
colloquialisms, and pertinent cultural references.

S – 4

Able to use the language fluently and accurately on all levels normally, pertinent to professional needs

Can understand and participate in any conversation within the range of his/her experience with a high
degree of fluency and precision of vocabulary; would rarely be taken for a native speaker, but can
respond appropriately even in unfamiliar situations; errors of pronunciation and grammar quite rare;
can handle informal interpreting from and into the language.

S – 3

Able to speak the language with sufficient structural accuracy and vocabulary to participate effectively
in most formal and informal conversations on practical, social, and professional topics

Can discuss particular interests and special fields of competence with reasonable ease; comprehension
is quite complete for a normal rate of speech; vocabulary is broad enough that he rarely has to grope for
a word; accent may be obviously foreign; control of grammar good; errors never interfere with
understanding and rarely disturb the native speaker.

S – 2

Able to satisfy routine social demands and limited work requirements

Can handle with confidence but not with facility most social situations including introductions and
casual conversations about current events, as well as work, family, and autobiographical information;
can handle limited work requirements, needing help in handling any complications or difficulties; can
get the gist of most conversations on non-technical subjects (i.e. topics which require no specialized
knowledge) and has a speaking vocabulary sufficient to express himself/herself simply with some
circumlocutions; accent, though often quite faulty, is intelligible; can usually handle elementary
constructions quite accurately but does not have thorough or confident control of the grammar.

S – 1

Able to satisfy routine travel needs and minimum courtesy requirements

Can ask and answer questions on topics very familiar to him/her; within the scope of his/her very
limited language experience can understand simple questions and statements, allowing for slowed
speech, repetition or paraphrase; speaking vocabulary inadequate to express anything but the most
elementary needs; errors in pronunciation and grammar are frequent, but can be understood by a native
speaker used to dealing with foreigners attempting to speak his/her language; while topics which are
“very familiar” and elementary needs vary considerably from individual to individual, any person at the
S-1 level should be able to order a simple meal, ask for shelter or lodging, ask and give simple
directions, make purchases, and tell time.

S – 0 No ability to use the language at all


